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BABYLON BUILDING 

12 WEST MAIN STREET 

Thomas F. Babylon built this building on West Main Street, a 
few feet west of St. Route 32, in 1896. The building is three stories 
tall, but it almost reads as two: a commercial ground floor and an 
upper area that is dominated (indeed that nearly consists of) 2 large 
round arches which form a semi-arcade across the south facade. A photo­
graph, which must have been taken soon after the building was erected, 
shows it with its bulging arches soaring above its older more traditional 
neighbors, clearly symbolizing how merchants such as Babylon placed, in 
the words of a 1912 local newspaper article "This nation....in the front 
rank of those of the world." today the Babylon building is bordered 
by structures that nearly match height, and that clearly followed its 
example in design, making it almost a seminal work. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CARR-422 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Babylon Bui ld ing 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

12 West Main Street (MD 32) 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Westminster VICINITY OF 7 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Carrol l 

0CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
—DISTRICT _PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

XBUILDINGISI X-PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED ^-COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 
—OBJECT _ I N PROCESS X—YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY —OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

F. Thomas Babylon Estate Te lephone # ; 848-5760 
STREET & NUMBER 

c/o David S. Babylon 10 East Main Street _ 
CITY.TOWN STATE , z i p code 

Westminster VICINITY OF Maryland 21157 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r #. 81 
COURTHOUSE. F o l i o #: 484 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Carrol l County Off ice Bui lding 
STREETS NUMBER 

Center Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Westminster Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 

—FEDERAL —STATE _COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGrNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS JULTERED (Sl ight ly) —MOVED DATE 

—UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The building Thomas F. Babylon bu i l t in 1896 fronts the north 
side of West Main Street (St. Route 32) about 60 feet west of that street 's 
intersection with Railroad Avenue (St. Route 27) in Westminster. Although 
l i t t l e changed physically since the turn of the century, the building has 
changed psychologically; as the buildings that surround the Babylon building 
increased in size, the Babylon building began to loose i t s physical and 
emotional power. 

The building is three stories t a l l , but i t almost reads as two; 
a commercial ground f loor , and an upper story that is dominated (indeed 
that very nearly consistsof) two large round arches which form a semi-ar­
cade across the f loor 's south facade. 

The ground f loor has changed the most in the past 81 years, but 
these changes appear to be mainly superf ic ia l . The f loor was (and is) 
given the appearance of containing two shops. Each shop is approached by 
a recessed door, centrally placed between large plate glass display areas. 
This glass or ig inal ly went, in an unbroken sheet, to the three part dent i ­
culated entablature which tops the ground f loo r , but these upper panes, 
the frieze and architrave of the entablature, have recently been covered 
over by a sign boasting the name of the ground f loor 's current tenant. 

Placed within the openings of the upper f loors ' "arcade" are 
three-sided bay windows. Each window has a double-hung sash, with one-
over-one panes. The top of the bay windows is decorated by a wreathed and 
garlanded f r ieze; this fr ieze divides the stories. The th i rd f loor of the 
building also gives the appearance of being sheltered by this arcade. I t 
is located behind the arches, and takes the form of two (more or less) 
thermal windows. Four courses of header bricks hug the round arches on thei r 
outside edges. Well-proportioned capitals, with almost Adamesque egg-and-
dart capitals, appear to serve the function of supporting the arcade's 
arches. 

The center of the facade has a f lu r ry of decoration - a single 
1/1 window on the second f loor (a l l windows are simi lar ly paned); the 
window is topped by a pediment which is supported by end modi 11 ions; above 
is a recessed, enriched rectangle; above that is a band between the two 
central pilasters with "A 1896 D" on i t in raised white le t te rs . Al l this -
window, recessed black, and lettered band, - is enclosed by a narrow, round 
arched recess, which is surmounted by a 4- l ight round window. 

The green painted, terra cotta t i l ed roof has three round dormer 
windows in i t (windows are regularly placed within the roof, and v i s - a - v i s ^ 
the arches on the second and th i rd f loors) . The roof is eased into the wa 
by a 3-part modillioned entablature. This entablature and a l l other tr im 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC X-COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 -^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY X-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

.X-1800-1899 -XCOMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

X-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

While practically all buildings are capable of being read on 
different levels, the Babylon Building seems to be especially susceptible 
to symbolic interpretations, interpretations which work on local as well 
as national levels. 

Westminster's builders sometimes seem like characters from the 
Canterbury Tales; there is the lawyer, the farmer, the doctor, e t c . ; 
now enters the Merchant. (Many of these issues have been broached in the 
discussion of the Wantz building, but this seems a very good place for 
elaboration.) Westminster began as a small farming capital, that is, 
its earliest inhabitants were directly associated with agricultural Carroll 
County - its first industry, tanning, doubtless began as a response to an 
abundance of hide. Similarly, the early architecture of this City was 
almost indistinguisable from the architecture of the surrounding farms. 
As the 19th century progressed ( a word those Victorians would have approved 
of), dependence and direct dealings with local farmers continually dimin­
ished, and the City began to develop a life, a force, and a style of its 
own. The merchant class was rising. The significance of this trend in 
Westminster is not, of course, that it was unique to that City, but, rather, 
that it so well mirrored national developments; Main Street was everywhere. 

Although it is possible to encounter the psychology of that era 
second hand (through the works of various writers, painters, and other ar­
tists), it is just as rewarding to study the Ragtime Age, by means of its 
buildings (such as the Babylon Building) and contemporaneous discussions 
of these buildings in newspapers (such as in the 1912 article that dominated 
the front page of Westminster's American Sentinel). The Sentinel ran a long 
series of articles entitled "The Merchants of Westminster", and the one that 
appeared on the Babylon family was a masterpiece. After beginning the arti­
cle with the noncomittal poem: 

Tare and tret, gross and net, 
Box and hogshed dry and wet, 
Readymade of every grade — 
Wholesale and retail—will you trade?" 

The writer begins to sound his trumpets of praise. Noting that "in the 
early history of the world" a citizen who "engaged in trade is looked down 
upon" - then we are told "the advent of the Civil War was productive of many 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

» 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Being the eastern 43' of lot 14 as shown on a plat of "Winter's 
Addition to Westminster", recorded among the Land Records of Frederick 
County in Book JS 2, Page 195, 196. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Christopher Weeks, Consultant February, 1977 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historical Sites Survey 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

City Hall - Public Works Department 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Westminster Maryland 21157 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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window enframements, pediment on the central second-story window, capitals, 
1896 band, bay windows, frieze - is painted deep tuscan red which contrasts 
nicely with the leonine brick of the brick "arcade", the green of the roof, 
and the white of the original lettering. It seems unfortunate that this 
effective polychromatic scheme did not register on the mind of the present 
tenant when he ordered his ground floor 43' x 8' sign. 

The east and west facades - now virtually flush with bordering 
buildings - were originally blind below the northward sloping shed roof of 
the entire building. The north facade, as is the case with most commercial 
structures of this era, was and is utilitarian; sheds, windows, and loading 
doors and ramps come and go as the occasion warrants. 
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changes in this country, none of which assumed the importance of the commercial 
entrance. The nation was prostrated and the question of how to build it up on 
a solid foundation and at the same time develop its vast resources became a 
burning one. The best brains of the country forsook the professions and entered 
the commercial and manufacturing world..." As a result, "instead of being looked 
down upon by the men of the cloth, by men of the law, by those of medicine, and, 
in Europe by those of high-sounding names and empty titles" merchant have be­
come respectable. "The world realized that the merchant is needed and no where 
is that fact better recognized than right here in Westminster." The article 
then goes on and singles out "a large department store such as the Babylon and 
Lippy Company" and the enterprise going on "in the handsome building on West 
Main Street". We're then told quite a bit about the beginnings of the Company, 
and those who founded it, in particular about "Mr. F. Thomas Babylon, the pres­
ident of the Babylon and Lippy Company, and sole owner of the Babylon building" 
who is "a self-made man...and a son of the late Josiah Babylon..." We also hear 
a bit about "Mr. Charles E. Lippy, who at the tender age of 12 years was forced 
to forego an education in a public school...and look after the business." 

Babylon built his "handsome building on West Main Street" in 1896. 
A photograph, which has to have been taken soon after, shows the building with 
its vaulting arches soaring above its older neighbors, clearly symbolizing how 
the merchant placed "this nation...in the front rank of those of the world." 
The small, traditional (i.e., agricultural in origin) buildings which huddle 
beside the Babylon building are clearly remnants of an era "before the Civil 
War (when) the proprietors of large estates and lawyers made up most of the legis­
lative bodies and dictated the policies of this country...." Today, the Babylon 
Building is bordered by structures that nearly match it in height, and that 
clearly followed its example in design, even as their builders followed the lead 
of young Babylon as he helped make the world safe for democracy (this is especially 
noticeable in the building just west of the Babylon building, which apes the older 
structure in cornice placement, and most visibly, in its use of the bay-window-
in-arch motif). 

Babylon built his building on the western 43' of a 120' x 198' lot 
that was sold by John S. Roop to John S. Murray on New Year's Day 1851 for $300 
(Carroll County Deed Book 17, Page 65). This lot consisted of lots 13 and 14 
of Winter's Addition and was originally owned by Andrew Reese, whose trustee 
sold it to Roop's father, David, on April 14, 1831 (Frederick County Deed Book 
JS 36, Page 105). Murray sold the 120' x 198' parcel to Jacob Wilson on April 
7, 1869 (37/99) and, as he lived next door - in the 3-bay, 2-story, brick house 
shown in the old photograph - he retained for himself the right to use the spring 
on the lot now filled with the Babylon building. Jacob Wilson died on November 14, 
1893 and his executrix, Mary E. Wilson, sold a 43' x 198' piece of the lot to 
Babylon on December 10, 1895 for $5000 (Will 7/195, Deed 81/484). 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CARR-422 
Washington DC. 20240 , 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION—PART 1 

Instruction*: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application No certification may be made unless a completed 
application form has been received Use typewriter or print clearly mdark ink to complete the application form If additional space is needed to 
complete Part 1. use the reverse side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing address Part 7 of this 
application may be completed and sent lo the appropriate Stale Historic Preservation Officer at anytime during the year. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Babylon Building 

1. N»me ot properly: 

Address o. property 1Q-12 West Main Street (MP 32) 

Westminster Carro l l _ , MD 21157 
City . _ _ _ County Slate Zip Code ' . 
Name of historic district in which property is located 

—__ V/pstmi ns ter H is to r i c D i s t r i c t -

Check here If request If for: 
I_ certification (structure contributes to significance of the district) 
D decertification (structure does not contribute to significance of the district) 
D easement qualification (for donation of easement on structure or land for conservation purposes) 

2. Description of Physical Appearance: 
(see instructions tor map and photograph requirements-use reverse side if necessary) 

see attached sheet 

3. Statement of Significance: 
(use reverse side if necessary) 

see attached sheet 

Date of construction (if known): 1 8 3 6 _ Original site D Moved D Date of alterations (if known) 

4. Nime and Mailing Address of Owner: 

Dr. E. John Fioramonti The Babylon Building Partnership 
Name . . . , , , 

1017 E. Breezwick 
Street : 

Cty l o w s o j T s t a l e HP Zip Code 2 ] 2 0 h 

Telephone number (during day): Area Code . (101) 337-7986 , 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I am owner of the property described above 

Signature Date 

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number 
• r ^ J « L J I I I ^ ' I M » M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ M M _ _ •_-!• l-Ul. -•-., « „ .. ±'<m>. •.' ••J.'-H,. JJW « « H _ J U t ^ M _ _ 

For office use only . 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic District and E/contributes D does not contribute to 
the Character of the district. ff -

The structure D appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) 8nd D w i l l l i k e l y D w i l l n o t b e 
nominated to the National Register in accord with the Department ot the Interior procedures (36 CRF 60) 

structure is localed in a district which D appears D does nol appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) and 
U will likely D will not be nominated to the National Register in accord with Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). 
and D appears D does not appear to contribute to the character ot said district or D will likely D wil l not be recommended for 
certification _ substantially meetinc,Nation_l Register criteria 

Slate Historic Preservation Officer 
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Historic Preservation Certification Application Part I 

2. Description of Physical Appearance 

The Babylon Building fronts the north side of West Main Street 
(Route 32) in Westminster, Maryland. Rectangular in plan, the 
building extends back approximately 100 feet to a small parking 
lot and a rear alley. The three story brick structure is divided 
into two commercial spaces, Number 10 and Number 12 West Main. 
In I896 when the building was constructed, it soared above 
the small neighboring shops. Today it is flanked by other 
commercial structures of a similar scale (photo 2). 

The two ground floor shops (unoccupied) have entrance doors 
recessed between large,unbroken plate glass display areas. Both 
the double doors in Number 12 and the single door in Number 10 
have a single light transom. A large sign extending the width 
of the facade marks the division between the ground floor and 
the two upper stories. This conceals what was originally the 
upper panes of the display windows and a three part wooden 
entablature (visible in an early photograph). Now only the 
cornice and dentils can be seen above the "Endicott Johnson" 
sign. 

The richly decorated upper floors almost read as one story above 
the commercial ground level. They are dominated by two large 
round arches which form a semi-arcade across the facade. The 
second floor has one-over-one, three-sided bay windows recessed 
slightly in each of the two arches. Above each bay window is 
a garlanded frieze which divides the second and third floors. 
The third floor has paired one-over-one windows above the bay 
wi ndows. 

A one-over-one pedimented window marks the center of the facade. 
A decorative rectangular block above the window is topped by 
numbers indicating the date of construction, I896. Centrally 
placed on the third floor is a small round window with stained 
leaded glass. 

Four courses of header bricks form the two arches which rest on 
simple capitals. The building has a three part entablature with 
the "Babylon Building" spelled out in the frieze. The small 
expanse of terra cotta tile roof has three round dormer windows. 

The rear (north) facade has five bays with tall, twelve-over-
twelve windows, several of whjch have been covered over. An 
arched rear entrance is located in the western bay. On the 
second floor, a slightly lower window opening marks the location 
of an interior stair landing (photo 3). 
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Historic Preservation Certification Application Part I 

2. Description of Physical Appearance continued: 

A brick partition divides the interior of the building lengthwise on 
all three floors. Arched openings (one on the ground floor and two 
on the second) provided circulation between the two sections. At 
some point the large opening on the ground floor was infilled and 
the two existing openings cut. 

Presently there is a two-run wooden stair located in the northwest 
corner of the building. Paneling indicates the outline of the 
original stair which took up the north end of the west half (Number 12). 
A center run, the outline of which is still visible on the ground 
floor, extended up halfway and then split into two runs up to the 
second floor. A single run stair (now removed see photo 7) in the 
east half of the building (Number 10) led to the third floor. Much 
of the building has been altered, especially on the ground floor: 
linoleum covers the wooden floors, plaster ceilings have been 
removed, and interior partitions installed. 

3. Statement of Significance 

The purpose of the part of the application is to request certification . 
of the Babylon Building (10-12 West Main Street) in V/estmi nster, 
Maryland. 

The Maryland State Historic Preservation Office in its sketch map 
submitted as part of the Westminster Historic National Register 
Nomination identified the Babylon Building as a contributor to the 
significance of the historic district. (See attached copy of the 
sketch map. The identification "B" was used by the State Office 
to designate contributing buildings.) 

The Westminster Historic District is significant as the political, 
financial and commercial center of Carroll County in the l°th and 
20th centuries. The Babylon Building contributes to the commercial 
significance as a late nineteenth century business fronting on 
Main Street. Its history dates back to the completion of the 
railroad in 1861 which encouraged commercial activity toward the 
western end of the original town of Westminster. Constructed in 
I896 on the west side of Railroad Avenue, the Babylon Building 
symbolizes the wealth and increased commercial activity brought 
by the railroad. 

Continually used for commercial purposes, the building was first 
occupied by Mr. William F. Deer who operated a drygoods store. Mr. 
George A. Bixter sold cigars and tobacco in the smaller section. 
Both businesses soon failed and Charles E. Herring bought the 
property. 
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Historic Preservation Certification Application Part I 

3- Statement of Significance continued 

In 1905 Mr. Thomas Babylon and Mr. Lippy opened a dry goods store 
in the building advertising as "Head to Foot Outfitters for Men, 
Women and Children". The men's department was located in one half 
of the building and the women's in the other. The Babylon and 
Lippy Co. remained in operation for many years and was a leader 
in the Westminster business community. A lgl2 article In the 
Westminster American Sentinel enthusiastically praised the store 
"in the handsome building on West Main Street" as a "monument to 
the eternal progress of mankind". 

In a photograph taken soon after construction, the bold new 
Babylon Building dominates its smaller neighbors. Such a break 
with the traditional Westminster style of building reinforces 
the importance attached to the merchant and the arrival of 
"Main Street". The exuberant new style soon influenced other 
building design in the western end of town. The structures which 
surround the Babylon Building today imitate both the scale and design 
of the earlier building. 
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CARR-422 
REVIEW SHEET 

Historic Preservation Certification Application—Significance 

.>Perty: g A B V U s t - ) BU»-P»>*<? ) I Z w e s r VWMN -sr.^ Wg5T>HHSTBE , r i p . Project No.: 

Historic District: . 
date initial application received by State date(s) additional information requested by State 

date complete information received by State 

date of this transmittal to NPS 

Inspection of property by State staff? J ^ n o yes date(s): 

^^ There is adequate documentation enclosed to evaluate the historic character and integrity of this property. 

There is insufficient documentation to evaluate the property adequately. The application is missing the following items: 

Reasonable efforts have been made to obtain this information. Copies of the information requests are enclosed. 

NUMBER This property involves: 

• Extensive loss of historic fabric Obscured or covered elevation(s) 

Substantial alterations over time Moved property 

Preliminary determination of listing State recommendation inconsistent with NR 

for district documentation 

for individual property Recommendation different from the applicant's 

Significance less than 50 years old request 

NUMBER Complete item(s) below as appropriate. 

* (1) The documentation on file with the National Register cites the period(s) of significance of this historic district as W*\ 1*?™^ £Qglv ZQ 
, 

(2) The property ' contributes does not contribute to the historic^significance of this registered historic district in: 

\C location design ^ s e t t i n g _t_ materials r workmanship _ i ^ ree l i ng association 

Property is mentioned in the NR or State or local district documentation in Section , page . 

(3) For properties less than 50 years old: 

the historical merits of the district (the periods and areas of significance) are documented in the National Register form or 

district documentation on file as less than 50 years old, justifying the certification of this property's contribution. 

the exceptional historical or architectural significance of this property as described in the National Register form or district 

documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing. 

there is insufficient justification to consider this property as contributing to the district for its individual exceptional 

architectural or historical significance or the significance of the district does not extend to the last 50 years. 

(4) For preliminary determinations: 

A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic district: 

Nomination has already been submitted to State review board, and nomination will be forwarded to the NPS within 
months. (Draft nomination is enclosed.) 

Nomination was submitted to the NPS on 

Nomination will be submitted to the State review board within twelve months. 

Nomination process likely will be completed within thirty months. 

Other, explain: 

B. Evaluation of the property: 

Property is individually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation 

Property is located within a potential registered district that meets National Register 

Criteria for Evaluation: A B C D 

Criteria Considerations: A B C D E F G 

(5) The property is located in a registered district, is outside the period(s) or area(s) of significance as documented in the NR form and: 

appears to contribute to the expanded significance of the district. Enclosed is the revised nomination documentation. 

does not appear to contribute to the period(s) or area(s) of significance of the district. 



Form 10-168 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR CARR-422 

N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE Expires 8/31/86 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
JtW 24 1987 P A R T 1 ~ EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NPS Office Use Only 

Project Number: 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL I 
TRUST 

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification will be made unless a completed application form has 
been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets. 

1. Name of property: BABYLON B U I L D I N G 

Address of property: 12 West Main S t r e e t (MP 32) 

City : W e s t m i n s t e r County C a r r o l l state Maryl and zip Code ..21 1 57..,, . 

Name of historic district: W e s t m i n s t e r , M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

0 National Registerdistrict D certified state or local district D potential historic district 

2. Check nature of request: 

C?certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation. 
U certification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to 

the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes. 
D certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 
D preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register. 
D preliminary determination that a building located-within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district. 
U preliminary determination that a building outside tne period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district. 

3. Authorized project contact: 

Name D a v i d McCoy Title Co -owner 

Street 16712 R i d g e Road City U p p e r c o 

State M a r y l a n d Z i p 2 1 1 5 5 Telephone Number (during day): ( 3 0 1 ) 2 3 9 - 7 2 3 7 

4. Owner: 

Mltmp ' B a b y l o n , B u i l d i n g P a r t n e r s h i p 

Street 16712 R i d g e Road City Upperr .o • 

State M a r y l a n d Zip 2 1 1 5 5 Telephone Number (during day): ( 3 0 1 ) 2 3 9 - 7 2 3 . 7 

1 hereby attest that the information I have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I own the above-named property. 

Owner's Signature Date 

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number 5 2 — 1 2 9 2 0 3 1 

NPS Office Use Only 

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1 " for the above-named property and hereby deter­
mines that the property: . .. 

D contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is 8 "certified historic structure" for the purpose of rehabilitation. 
U contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "certified historic structure" for a charitable contribution for conservation pur­

poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980. . 
U does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. -

Preliminary Determinations: ; ' 

D appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

D does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register. 
D appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if 

nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 
U appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the 

National Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS. 
U does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure. 

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office 
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Forml0-168b OMB Approved 
Rev. 3/84 No. 1024-0009 

C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T Expires 8/31/86 

B A B V T m i p i i T i n T B r Historic Preservation NPS Off ice Use Only 

BABYLON BUILDING Certification Application , — - , 
P T ty Name Project Number: 

W., Main S t . , W e s t m i n s t e r , MD 
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5. Description of physical appearance (continued): 
The central arch has a shallow recess with a single row of headers forming the 
lintel. It is not as tall as the flanking arches and has a circular window 
with a quatrefoil design of colored glass located above it. The central arch 
contains a one-over-one window with a triangular pediment, modillions, and a 
rectangular molded band and frieze linking the pilaster capitals that is 
inscribed "A' 1986' D." (Photo 7) The building's cornice has a three-part 
modillion entablature with "BABYLON BUILDING" inscribed on the frieze. Above 
the cornice, the front of the shed roof contains three rows of terra cotta 
tiles painted green broken by round dormer windows with pressed-metal trim. 
(Photo 4) 
The building is constructed on a fieldstone foundation which forms a two-room 
basement separated by a stone bearing wall. Also the building contains a flat 
roof with a built-up roofing material. 
The first-story storefronts have been altered several times during the early 
and mid-20th century, most recently in.the 1960s. The existing design is two 
separate storefronts with plate glass windows and recessed entryways. A broad 
plain plywood frieze exists below the first story bracket cornice. (Photo 8) 
The east and west facades of the structure are now practically flush with the 
adjoining buildings. The south elevation faces an alley and has been used for. 
service entrances to the building. There are bulkhead entrances centrally, 
located on this facade that provide access to two separate basements. The 
asymmetrical fenestration of this facade consists of wide wooden doors and 
industrial-style windows. The cornice is formed by corbelled brickwork. Most 
of the masonry surface of this elevation has been repointed with Portland 
cement and with jointwork that does not match the original. (Photo 9; Drawing 

The interior spaces are practically devoid of original trim and fixtures. The 
interior of the storefronts contain large plate glass openings framed in 
aluminum and plywood and the doors are modern plate glass — all dating from 
mid-20th century renovations. (Photo 10 & 12) The first floor commercial : 
space consists of front and back rooms on both the east and.west sides with 
wall-finishes and ceilings contemporary to the mid-20th century renovations 
(Photos 10-16; Drawing A-2) Paneled wainscotting runs along the stairs to the 
second story, but the stairs have been substantially rebuilt over the years. :-

(Photos 17-18) Also on the second story, which is laid out in two large open 
rooms (Drawing A-3), is a baseboard with molded top, molded window frames, and 

Owner's Signature 

NPS Office Use Only 

D The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments meet the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for 
Rehabilitation." 
The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior's "Stan­
dards for Rehabilitation." 
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Photo 1: South facade of the Babylon Building (photographer 
facing north) 
January, 1983 
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Photo 2: View looking southeast on West Main Street toward 
Railroad Avenue (photographer facing southeast) 
January, 1983 
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